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Hello everyone!

Over winter vacation, I went home Chicago in the United
States. It was a lot of fun! I got to see many old friends,
and my family was very excited to see me. When I got
back to Chicago, my family took me to the Chicago
German Christmas Market, which we go to every year
because my father is German. You can buy lots of
German toys and Christmas tree ornaments there, as well
as eat delicious German food such as potato pancakes.

I then went to Minneapolis to see a very close friend,
where we had a fantastic time together. In America, it is
important to spend either Christmas or Christmas Eve
with one’s family, so I came back to Chicago for Christ-
mas. We went to my uncle’s house where we ate lots of
great food and talked and laughed together. I told my
family stories of my happy life in Mizokuchi and about all
the great people I’'ve met and experiences I've had. They
were very excited to learn about Japanese people and
culture! I brought them lots of Christmas gifts from
Japan. For example, I gave my brother Japanese video
games, and my father Japanese woodblock prints. After
Christmas, I had dinner with all of my oldest and closest
friends, which was incredibly fun and nostalgic.

In America, we don’t have many special events for New
Year’s like there is in Japan. Americans usually just have
a big party where they eat and drink a variety of things,
and then count down the last ten seconds before midnight
when the new year begins. I spent New Year’s Eve with
my family, and we had a great time celebrating by eating,
drinking, and playing games together. Next year, I want
to experience New Year'’s in Japan!

Although I had a lot of fun in America, I am very happy
to be back in Mizokuchi. I missed you all, and I hope
we’ll have a great time together this year as well!

Alex Pergams
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Christmas at my uncle’s house

New Year’s family party at midnight

& = 7 = EC3 B N 2 1 El
s - " o 9:00~11:30 |
88(%£) | LEFECIELI— EAREEItE S 9— . . = 3
13:30~16:00 | ‘g5 W=
158(8) | BlIFRLAGREDTAEmAE) VLD 10:00~10:30 | T HT
168(1) | [cCiccEE>0 VDLZOBmE 9:00~11:30 | =B %
2080K) | BREIRGISIRIEELLLE) EORBFA—I 10:00~11:30 ﬁ
228&) | v9=ZFr—03EEmEAEY) VDL OHE 10:00~11:30 C
258(8) | 0mEHg H<h<UAE UL DEER 10:00~11:30 ﬁ
2780K) | 1888 H<h<0BE VD& OBmER 10:00~11:30 1%
288(K) | 2EBLERS H<H<0B(E UL DR 10:00~11:30 ‘?
1 TI9=F4—0BRE EROE LR TT . 7
2 TEOFMIE. [T<I<ECRBLTVETOT, CEFS0, (LS hE%] A
(<T<EL3. BIREP, SHER, WRBERICBEOTVETOT SHATEN) opp ooy o o
3 EREBROSGZFEUINE (CoCoF—E LT EhEToHHATEET, StlFH 7 |
4 BFEIRCRBULAANUETT (#LIB28188) 862—-0130

[f2o013528




