Happy New Year!! For my winter vacation, I went to
Chiba, Osaka & Kyoto to see my friends. I rode the
bullet train from Okayama to Tokyo, for the first time
too. It was so fast and comfortable.

In Chiba, I celebrated New Year with the family of a
friend. I love Japanese New Year culture. My friend’s
mother makes really delicious Ozouni. I drank Sake
with her father and brother, while watching the
marathon on TV. It was so relaxing.

Next, I went to meet a friend in Osaka. I went to my
hotel in Esaka, it was beautiful. Then my friend arrived
to take me to an izakaya. They were having a primary
school reunion party. I met lots of interesting people,
and we went to karaoke. I love karaoke.

The next day, we went to a pancake restaurant for
lunch. It was so new and fashionable. My friend told
me that we could take a night bus tour of Osaka, called
a duck tour. The bus could turn into a boat! Unbeliev-
able! We saw lots of light displays around Osaka.

After the tour, with another Osaka friend, we went to
the World Beer Museum in Umeda. The place had so
many beers from different countries. The food there
was so delicious too, I think I'll go back again. If you
go to Osaka, please go there.

The next day, my friend took me to Kyoto to see Ryoanji
Temple. The place was gorgeous. My shakuhachi
teacher in Australia wrote a song devoted to Ryoanji. I
loved listening to it, so I wanted to see Ryoanji myself.
Then we finished our Kyoto trip with delicious
okonomiyaki in Ponto-cho.

1 saw many beautiful things while I was travelling, but
when I came back to Kishimoto, the next day I looked
up at Mt. Daisen and it was so breathtaking. It’s now
wearing a fresh snow coat. I thought to myself, Japan is
definitely beautiful, I am very lucky to have lived here
in Houki town.
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