Hello everyone!

One of the bands I'm in, Wandering
Brigade, performed at the Mizokuchi
festival on March 21st. It was so much
fun! We were originally going to play
four songs, but we ran out of time, so
we only played two. One of the songs

we performed was composed by our
guitarist, Wataru Mihara. One of my
Jriends, Erika, lives three hours away,
but she drove all the way to Mizokuchi
just to perform with us on the
keyboard! She is a very talented
musician, and we were happy to have
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some of my friends joined in. They
were very good, and I was so happy 1
got to see! I got to eat lots of my favor-
ite festival food, hashimaki.

The next week, my other band, Future
Echoes, played at an Irish festival in
Matsue. The festival was celebrating
St. Patrick’s day, a popular holiday in
both Ireland and the United States. In
the United States, the holiday is
celebrated by wearing green and
drinking beer. Chicago ias a very big
parade on that day every year. At the
festival in Matsue, we performed
several traditional Irish songs, and
some pop sonfs. After we performed,
a professional band from Hiroshima
performed. Their violinist was incred-
ible! Josh and I bought their CDs and
got the whole band to sign them.
Recently the new school year began,
so I have been very busy. However, it’s
been a lot of fun seeing the students I
used to teach in elementary school
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I'm so proud of them, and I'm very (ST T<HOIHOLTOET!

excited to see what they’ll accomplish
as junior high school students!
Later!

Alex
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