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I'his weekend I went to Takeda Castle in Hyogo
Prefecture. I was very sick but forced myself to go.
When I arrived in Wadayvama, the day was cobd and
clear, I climbed up to Takeda Castle and from there
saw an intersection of five vallevs, sprawling with
cypress (rees and forests of pine. The air was so
clear, T could see the river Flowing fir below.
Listening to the air around me, T felt a powerfl
connection to lapan and i1s beautiful culture,
Takeda Castle spoke very strongly to me with its
beantifiol view.
Fhe next day, 1 was even sicker and it was raining
hard, but [ decided to go back 1o Takeda Castle.
MNow it became a different world., The rain poured
on and white mists like milk flooded into the five
valleys. It was impossible 1o see the sky or trees
arovnd me.
I hiked up Ritsuunkvo, opposite Takeda Castle,
shrouded ina white fog. and arrived at 8 viewpoint,
There 1t was unpossible to see anything but a white
ocean that was the color of the moon. T hiked up
higher-and this time, waiting, the mistslowly rolled
over and I could see the trees and walls of Takeda
Caztle, an island alone in the entire world.
Powerfully moved, T waited and watched until a new
wave of nist buried the castle, The rain beaton. It
hiad lasted only a few moments. but it felt like the
world and T had shared a mystery together.
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