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Hello everyone, it’s Josh from Australia, the English
assistant in Kishimoto.

Today I deliver both sad and happy news. This will be my
last time writing for you as the Kishimoto Assistant
foreign Language Teacher (ALT). I have lived here in
Kishimoto with you for three years now, and I am truly,
very honoured to have had the pleasure of sharing the
beautiful Houki Town with you.

I have fallen in love with the countryside; the smell of the
fields in the rain; the sounds of the frogs and cicadas; the
colourful red, blue, pink and purple sunsets; the serenity
of Yagou hills; the sound of the rushing Hinogawa river;
the many beautiful faces of Mt Daisen.

Houki Town will always be home for me.

I have seen my students grow from elementary students,
to junior high school adults. I've had the pleasure of
meeting many great, skilled teachers at Kishimoto
Elementary, Junior High and Yagou Elementary.

1 have learned many things from many people. However I
honestly feel I couldn’t have survived here without the
help of some very warm, very kind, amazing people. |
can’t thank those people enough.

I am proud to hand my current, amazing students over to
the next ALT who will take my place. That person is lucky
to have such good students and supportive teachers and
staff to meet and become friends with.

For me, my future will be here in Japan. I have decided to
continue to learn how to become an entertaining English
teacher. I hope to become a conversation teacher.

If any of you see me in Yonago, please call out and say
hello. I will always stop and have a chat.

To my students, remember that with speaking English,
you have to practice by speaking. Don’t be afraid to make
mistakes. It’s normal. But it is better to speak and make
mistakes than to not speak at all.

I have met some wonderful people in Houki. Take care
and thank you for a great 3 years.

Joshua Barron

Australian Assistant foreign Language Teacher
(Outgoing),

Kishimoto, Houki Town, Tottori Prefecture.

August 2011-July 2014
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