: ) — P e COD—F—(.ALT (NBEEESHF)(CL D
IE. = IvtA e REBEAXREBETBALET.

Hello, all! This past month T travelled to Shikoku to visit my friend Michael.

First. I went to Matsuyama, especially to see the Dogo Onsen and Ishite-ji. Matsuvama has
aspects of great beauty. and I was especially moved by Ishite-ji.

Afterward, | went to Iwagijima. a small island on the Seto Inland Sea. There, my friend helped me
participate in the Fall Festival. I got to help carry the immense danjiri around the island, and after a
morning of carrving and battling the danjiri, we ate lunch at the homes of many people.

There is no similar religious festival to this in America. Church is solemn, serious. and does not
have the uproarious character of eating. drinking, and shouting that the Iwagijima Fall Festival
had. 1 love going to churches, but there is something equally special about dancing and singing

outside with one’s gods. 1t is a beautiful form of prayer, too. Peter
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