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[ recently attended my school’s
graduation ceremony, and it was a
fun experience. It was great to see the
students celebrate going onto high
school and that everyone was happy.

It reminds me of when I graduated high school
about 8 years ago.

Graduation ceremonies in Hawaii is very
different from Japan and America. Everyone is
usually a lot louder during the ceremony, especially
when each student’s name is called. We tend
to cheer and clap when students receive their
diplomas instead of keeping quiet until the end of
the ceremony. Also, students wear a cap and gown
with their school colors for their ceremonies.

What's special that we do in Hawaii is that we
give flower leis to the students to wear to celebrate
their graduation. Usually, they have too many
flower leis, and you can’t see their faces anymore.

[t's interesting to experience a different country’s
graduation culture and see the difference!

Londy Tong-Lee
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