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I recently got to experience Christmas
and New Years in Japan for the first time. It
was a fun experience! On Christmas day, I
got KFC chicken and Christmas cake with
my wife before going back home to enjoy
the food. On New Year’s Eve, I got to watch
the Kohaku for the first time. It was fun to see famous
Japanese singers perform for New Years and everyone
enjoying themselves.

In Hawaii, we share some traditions with Japan and have
some of our own. Some things that Japan and Hawaii have
in common are children receiving Otoshidama on New
Year’s Day, community mochi pounding events, eating
Osechi (although ours are usually made with different,
local ingredients) and sashimi for good luck, and people
buying or making Kadomatsu to display at their homes and
businesses. In America, people set off lots of fireworks at
midnight and watch a disco ball drop at Times Square to
ring in the New Year, which I was surprised didn’t happen
here.

I am glad to be in Japan to experience different
celebrations of the same holidays, and I'm excited to
experience more traditions in Japan! Londy Tong-Lee
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