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Memories

When | first meet someone, they often ask me
“Why did you choose Japan?”
| came to Japan for the first time in the summer
of 2018. I did not know much about Japan, but |
came because my grandmother wanted to see
Japan.
My grandmother was born and raised in Hawaii,
but her own grandmothers and grandfathers
were from Okinawa, Japan. She had never been
to Japan before, and she wanted to see her
ancestral homeland. She was 82 in 2018, so |
wanted to take her while she was healthy
enough to travel.
My Uncle and | planned the vacation - one week
in Tokyo and one week in Okinawa.
When | was with my grandmother in Japan, |
discovered how great the cities are, how
beautiful the nature is, and how wonderful the
people are here in Japan.
I will always remember seeing my grandmother’s
face in the shining lights of Shibuya, and seeing
her hug her Okinawan cousins for the first time.
After such a wonderful vacation filled with so
many great memories, | knew | needed to come
back and make more wonderful memories.
And | have. | am so grateful for my time in
Houki-Cho because | have made so many great
memories with so many kind and caring people.
I will always cherish my time in Houki-Cho, so
thank you all for being so kind to me.

Ethan
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