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I've always been powerfully attracted by snow and emptiness. This winter | felt called to go to Hokkaido and experience the white

mountains and white plains for myself.

Taking a ferry 1 went first to Rebunto, When T got there ... All hotels, restaurants, and shops were closed for winter. Only an onsen was still
open. While there [ met the owners and they told me to go to the temple 1o stay. There, the priest received me like a brother, and invited me
to eat and stay with his family — and for many hours I spoke to his daughters and wile, lefting the howrs fly past, learning and discovering
what these wonderful people had to offer. I was overcome by the love and warmth they showed me. There 15 no greater human love than
simple kindness. And when that kindness is shown to a siranger, it is heaven come to carth,

With this family [ ate soba, osechi, omochi, and many other lovely foods, then went to the temple at midnight for the New Year's ceremony. |
ate dinner with the mayor and spent my lirst hours of the New Year in the company with these strangers of Rebun. . . and vet by simple
kindness, cach became a brother, a sister to me. 1 wall nol waste the lesson of love they gave me. 1 wall iy my best thas year (o be a Kinder,

more generous human being, Peter i <A TSN
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