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Hello everyone!

By the time you read this, [ will already be back in America! [ can't believe it’s already been three years since [ first came to Mizokuchi.
When I first came here, | was surprised at how rural it was. At that time, | wasn” t sure if | could have a good time here, since [ was from
a big city. However, Mizokuchi quickly became my home, thanks to the wonderful people who live here and made me feel like a part of
the community. Mow I can’t imagine living anywhere else!

I have had so many great times in Mizokuchi. I loved teaching with Oki-sensei and Kohara-sensei at the Junior high school as well as
making lessons and playing games with the great 5® and 6™ graders at Nibu Elementary, Nikko Elementary and Mizokuchi elementary.
I got to eat amazing food and listen to beautiful music at the Higan-ichi festival in Mizokuchi and Jyuushichiva in Koufu. I got to be in
two bands and perform at many interesting events. I was able to learn a lot of Japanese and learn some Yonago and Tottori dialect. [ was
able to participate in events such as the Mizokuchi town sports festival and the Nikko ekiden. I made friends that 1 will remember and
stay in contact with for the rest of my life. [ really has been an unforgettable experience.

When I return home to America, 1 will study hard to get into graduate school. | want to study animals and animal behavior, and my
dream is to come back to Japan to study animals here. | hope | can achieve my dream!

Thank you so much for these three vears everyone. | will never forget you, and [ hope you won't forget me either.
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