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Hello everyone!

I've been so busy since I last wrote! In September,
Mizokuchi Junior High School sent three students
to the regional speech contest held at Big Ship in
Yonago. We worked very hard together in the
weeks before the contest, so 1 was very happy
when they did well! Two of the students came in
first place and one came in second place. I was so
proud of my students, and relieved that they all did
their very best.

Later, 1 joined the Mizokuchi Town Sports
Festival. They asked me to do two events for my
neighborhood’s team. The first event was
tug-of-war, which we also have in the United
States. It was fun, but difficult. It was set up like a
tournament, and my team came in first place! The
next event was something I had never seen before.
It was a relay where we had to do things such as
eat bread and drink cola while tied to another
person. It was difficult for me to drink the cola
quickly!

Later in November, we wanted to take another
vacation, we were too busy to leave. So instead, we
had a “staycation”! The word “staycation” comes
from the words “stay” and “vacation”. We
reserved a hotel in Yonago, and explored the city
without having to worry about taking the train
back to Mizokuchi. We went to Shigeru Mizuki
Road, and saw all of the Kitaro-themed stores and
restaurants. I loved the museum there, which had
very interesting information about Mizuki Shige-
ru’s life and very cool images of Japanese youkai.
Later, we went to O.U. Land in Kaike Onsen. It
was Gwen’s first time in a Japanese onsen, and she
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liked it very much.
That’s all for now. Until next time! = Q& 8
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