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Newsletter #5

One year has passed since [ came
to Houki-cho. I've experienced
so many new things and visited
many interesting places! I'm
excited to experience new things
in the next year, too. I have also
learned many new things in the past year.
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For example, recently, I heard greeting
someone with your hands in your pockets is
rude.

To be honest, I first thought: “My pockets are
on the side of my body anyways, it’s close
enough to a normal bow!”...But [ was truly
happy to learn this.

(In America, we usually just slightly nod our
head or say hello to greet people...nothing
special!)

[ study Japanese every single day, but there

are many things not in my textbooks!

I'm happy I can learn more about Japanese

culture and customs. If anyone has questions

about American culture, feel free to ask me!
Jaret Hetland
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